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1005 July 12, 1901 

This was taken as evidence of vaccination when the emigrants presented 
themselves for medical examination prior to embarkment. 

Ordinarily, however, persons intending to leave for the United States 
as steerage passengers are being vaccinated just before presenting them- 
selves on the line for medical examination. 

After delivering at the place for baggage inspection such articles as 
they have carried with them to the boarding places, they are conducted 
to a neighboring house which has been especially arranged for the opera- 
tion. The vaccination is done by medical men engaged by the steam- 
ship companies. On entering the house, the women are separated from 
the men, and all are prepared for the operation. A large number of 
vaccinating scarifiers set in penholders are provided. The glycerinated 
virus is used. As each person comes down the line to be vaccinated, a 
sterilized scarifier that has been dipped in virus is handed to the doctor. 
The operation being done, the scarifier is given to an attendant who 
sterilizes it in a flame previous to its being used again. Each person 
vaccinated is detained in the house under observation until the site of 
operation is dry. 

The whole procedure is under my supervision, and my advice is taken 
in regard to the source and condition of the virus. Before leaving the 
house, the person vaccinated presents his inspection card to a man in 
my service, and the fact of vaccination is noted on the card. 

Eespectfully, J. M. Eager, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. % M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 
Beport from Vera Cruz. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, June 25, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the transac- 
tions at this station during the week ended June 22, 1901 : 

The rainy season has commenced in earnest ; it has rained nearly every 
day and we have had two very heavy storms. On the afternoon of the 
22d, the streets were flooded by the rain, overflowing the open sewers 
and floating all the sewage and garbage upon the surface of the streets. 

During the week 33 deaths are reported as occurring in the city, a 
slight increase over the previous two weeks. No deaths from yellow 
fever have been reported since May 21, 1901. 

The steamship Esperanza cleared for New York on June 20, with 131 
passengers on board. I inspected and labeled all of the first-class bag- 
gage for New York and Havana and as much of the second-class as 
could be found and identified. The rest of the baggage for the ports 
named went unlabeled and will be subject to disinfection at the port of 
arrival. 

Much of the steerage-class baggage I found contained bedding, and 
in some instances the people carried their cots. The dirty bedding I 
rejected and had the rest separated so as to be disinfected at the port 
of arrival. 

Five vessels were inspected and given bills of health, 65 vaccination 
and health certificates were issued, and 287 passengers were inspected 
on board. 

I inclose the mortuary report of the week. 

Respectfully, D. E. Dudley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 
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[Inelosure.] 
Mortality report for the week ended June SS, 1901, Vera Cruz, Mexico. 

Tuberculosis, 12 ; tetanus, 2 ; malarial fever, 2 ; pernicious fever, 2 ; dysentery, 2 ; 
pneumonia, 1 ; enteritis, 2 ; bronchitis, 1 ; from all causes, 33. 

Report from Progreso — Yellow fever at Merida. 

Pbogbeso, Mexico, June 29, 1901. 

Sib : I have the honor to make the following report for the two weeks 
ended June 29 : 

From all causes there have been 12 deaths in this port, but none were 
from any contagious disease. 

One death occurred in Merida on Jane 14, and another on June 19 
from yellow fever. I went to Merida to investigate the fever situation 
there and found 3 cases on the 27th. There is no way of ascertaining 
the exact number of cases in the town, as many of the cases are treated 
by domestic remedies, and no physician is called in. 

There is little chance of an epidemic, as the population is practi- 
cally immune, and there are not enough nonimmunes to keep up the 
infection. 

I consider Progreso practically safe so far as the shipping is con- 
cerned — first, on account of the distance that the vessels lie off shore ; 
secondly, on account of the immunity enjoyed by the residents of this 
port. The 'prevalent winds are from the sea, so that puts all the ves- 
sels that come to the wharf to windward of the town. 

There is no passenger traffic between here and the Gulf ports of the 
United States, and the passengers for Havana and New York are gen- 
erally immunes. 

Eespectfully, S. H. Hodgson, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Subgeon-Genebal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

NIOABAGUA. 

Report from Blueftelds — Fruit port. 

Bluefields, Nicaragua, June 27, 1901. 

Sib : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended June 26, 1901 : 

Population, according to census of 1894, 3,000; present officially 
estimated population, 4,000. Number of cases and deaths from yellow 
fever during the week, none. Number of cases and deaths from small- 
pox during the week, 1 case, no death. Number of cases and deaths 
from typhus fever during the week. none. Number of cases and deaths 
from cholera during the week, none. Number of cases and deaths from 
plague during the week, none. Number of deaths from other causes 
during the week, 1. Prevailing diseases, malarial fever, dysentery, 
and smallpox. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week has been generally good. The 1 case of smallpox was 
reported to the local authorities by the Nicaraguan port physician 
June 25, 1901. The 1 death reported occurred in the hospital, and was 
due to dysentery, on June 26, 1901. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : June 22, steam- 



